March 14, 2019
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Brandon S. Butler;
and County Attorney William M. Rudd. The following business was transacted:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Danny Williams.
MOTION
There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda.
MOTION
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion
carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the February 21, 2019, public business
meeting.
PRESENTATION
Item 1 – Annual Chefs of Steel Competition – Chuck Koelker, President of the Western
Maryland Food Bank Board of Directors, introduced himself as well as Amy Moyer, Director of the
Western Maryland Food Bank. Mr. Koelker explained that Ms. Moyer previously served as Interim
Director of the Food Bank until just last month, taking over for Diana Loar, who was Director for
many years. He suggested that the Commissioners direct any questions they may have
concerning the Western Maryland Food Bank to Ms. Moyer.
Mr. Koelker thanked the Commissioners for allowing him time this evening to speak. He then
provided some information about an upcoming event to be presented by the Food Bank, Chefs of
Steel. Mr. Koelker pointed out that Chefs of Steel is the biggest fundraiser that the Western
Maryland Food Bank does every year, and he explained that the event is a cooking competition
between students from the Culinary Arts Curriculum at Allegany College of Maryland and five local
professional chefs and is held at the Culinary Café on the Downtown Cumberland Mall. Mr.
Koelker provided some details about the competition. He added that tickets to the competition also
include dinner, drinks and desserts. Mr. Koelker listed the judges for the competition: Michael
Adage, from the Downtown Business Association; Becky McClarran, from McClarran & Williams;
and the new Mayor of Cumberland, Ray Morriss.
Mr. Koelker reported that after one of the members of the Board of the Western Maryland Food
Bank suggested inviting area elected officials to attend Chefs of Steel, one of the donors of the
event, to be left anonymous at this time, offered to buy tickets for four members of the Cumberland
City Council, Cumberland City Administrator Jeff Rhodes, the three Allegany County
Commissioners, Allegany County Administrator Brandon Butler, and a guest. He added that the
event will be on Monday, March 25, 2019, and asked the Commissioners to let the Board know if
they are unable to attend, as Chefs of Steel typically sells out each year, and a ticket not going to
be used could be issued to someone else. He encouraged the Commissioners to attend.
Mr. Koelker then turned the microphone over to Ms. Amy Moyer, Food Bank Director, to talk about
what the Food Bank does. Ms. Moyer also remarked on the Chefs of Steel event. She then
pointed out that the Western Maryland Food Bank serves 87 agencies in the area, providing both
food and non-food items, and also provides 378 backpacks every Friday to Allegany County public
school students in fifteen different schools, and stocks three high school pantries with food for
students who for some reason may not want to apply for or haven’t applied for the free or reduced
lunch program. She added that the food is also available for those students to take home. Ms.
Moyer explained that the Food Bank is part of the County United Way, and has a staff of five and
about thirty regular volunteers providing over 8,000 hours a year. She concluded her remarks by
reporting that the Food Bank distributed over 730,000 pounds of food in Allegany County this past
year, and also expressed her hope that the County Commissioners will attend Chefs of Steel and
possibly consider serving as judge for the event next year.
Commissioner Caporale asked Mr. Koelker about the times for Chefs of Steel, and was told that
the doors will open at 5:30 p.m., dinner will be served at 6:00, and the competition will start at 7:00.
The Commissioners expressed their thanks to both Mr. Koelker and Ms. Moyer.
ACTION AGENDA
Item 2 – Reorganization of Human Resources Functions – Board of County Commissioners to
authorize the reorganization of the Human Resources Department and to advertise for the hiring of
appropriate staff – Brandon S. Butler, County Administrator, called forward the Director of Human

Resources for Allegany County Government, Mr. Brian Westfall, who announced that after a little
over fourteen years with Allegany County, and thirty-five years total in the Human Resources
profession, he has tendered his intention to retire from County service effective June 1, 2019. Mr.
Westfall added that his last day of work will be Friday, May 31, 2019. He acknowledged that he
has worked with many good people in Allegany County Government, and remarked on the sense
of family among County employees both inside and outside the County building. Mr. Westfall
commented that he would miss working for the County and said thank you. There was a round of
applause.
Brandon Butler, County Administrator, remarked he was sure that the Commissioners would agree
it will be impossible to replace Brian Westfall. He then called the Commissioners’ attention to the
item before them this evening: a reorganization of the Allegany County Government Human
Resources Department. Mr. Westfall confirmed that there are six departments that make up
Allegany County Government: Human Resources; Finance; Economic Development; Planning &
Growth; Public Works; and Emergency Services. He proposed, and asked for the Commissioners’
approval of, a reorganization of the Human Resources Department to bring it under the auspices of
the Finance Department. Mr. Butler explained to the Commissioners that this would allow the
County to free up some additional space to provide for an opportunity for a Human Resources
Chief, as well as an Administrative Assistant who would be integrated with the Finance Department
under the lead of the Finance Director, Jason Bennett. He continued to explain that the ultimate
goal is to combine both office functions of County Government in the most efficient way possible.
To conclude, Mr. Butler asked the Board of County Commissioners to authorize the reorganization
of the Human Resources Department and to advertise for the hiring of appropriate staff.
Before proceeding regarding this Item, Commissioner Shade told Mr. Westfall that it has been a
pleasure to work with him over the past four years. He described him as one of the County’s best
employees. Commissioner Shade added that he appreciated working with Mr. Westfall and
acknowledged his dedication to both County Government and to the Community.
Commissioner Brodie added his appreciation and thanks to Mr. Westfall. He acknowledged the
many hours Mr. Westfall spent in the building after working hours to get things done, and
commented that he will be sadly missed.
Commissioner Caporale wished Mr. Westfall all the best in his retirement and thanked him.
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Shade, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and duly
carried, the Board of County Commissioners authorized the reorganization of the Human
Resources Department and authorized advertisement for the hiring of appropriate staff
Item 3 – Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Digital Flood Insurance Rate
Maps – Board of County Commissioners to post information on alleganygov.org to assist residents
affected by delay in DFIRMs and submit a letter to the Delegation expressing concern over the
lengthy process, which affects residents’ flood insurance rates and permitting processes – Amy
C.M. Stonebreaker, Planner, and Angela R. Patterson, PE, Director of Planning & Growth. Amy
Stonebreaker, Planner with the Allegany County Department of Planning & Growth, presented
background and information regarding FEMA digital flood maps via a power point presentation, a
copy of which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.
At the conclusion of Mrs. Stonebreaker’s presentation, County Administrator Brandon Butler
pointed out to the County Commissioners that the action Item before them involved a letter to be
submitted to the Federal Delegation expressing concern over the lengthy process regarding the
FEMA digital flood maps. He confirmed Mrs. Stonebreaker’s statement that Allegany County is
one of three localities currently in the situation of waiting for the maps. Mr. Butler remarked on the
dramatic and real effects the delay is having on many property owners and on a lot of
development. He asked the Commissioners to send a letter to the Federal Delegation to apprise
them of the situation.
Commissioner Shade asked Mrs. Stonebreaker if the property owners involved will be alerted of
the change. She replied that it was planned that would be handled through a press release, but
stakeholders were notified back in 2016.
At Commissioner Caporale’s question, Mrs. Stonebreaker discussed some of the things that have
contributed to the delay in Allegany, Baltimore, and Frederick Counties, including funding,
applications for due process, and technical reviews. She remarked there were a number of issues
beyond the County’s control.
Commissioner Shade thanked Mrs. Stonebreaker for her work on this matter.

Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the Board
of County Commissioners agreed to submit a letter to the Delegation expressing concern over the
lengthy process delaying the FEMA Digital Flood Maps in Allegany County, which affects residents’
flood insurance rates and permitting processes.
Item 4 – Resolution 19-3 – Outdoor Fitness Court at Willowbrook Outdoor Wellness Center –
Board of County Commissioners to authorize Resolution 19-3 to implement the construction of an
outdoor fitness court at the Willowbrook Outdoor Wellness Center, and make fitness free to
community residents and visitors – Siera N. Wigfield, Planner, provided background and
information regarding Resolution 19-3 and the proposed outdoor fitness court at Willowbrook
Outdoor Wellness Park, as set forth on the Staff Report from Paul Kahl and Mrs. Wigfield to
Administrator Butler dated March 7, 2019, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of these
Minutes. Mrs. Wigfield requested that the Commissioners approve and pass Resolution 19-3 so
that the Fitness Court can move forward.
Commissioner Shade asked Mrs. Wigfield to confirm the funding on the Project. She explained
that the total cost is $120,000, and that $30,000 will be coming from the National Fitness
Campaign, a non-profit organization, $30,000 (hopefully) from a National Park Service grant, and
the remaining $60,000 from local sponsors.
At this point in the meeting, a constituent, Mr. Kenneth Wilmont, asked to speak. Commissioner
Shade reminded Mr. Wilmont that he had signed up to speak during the constituents’ portion of the
meeting and asked him to save his comments until that time. Mr. Wilmont replied that he wanted
to speak before action was taken on Resolution 19-3. Both Commissioner Brodie and
Commissioner Shade explained to him that this was not a public hearing on an issue.
Commissioner Shade told Mr. Wilmont that he could speak afterwards. Mr. Wilmont continued to
argue and asked to speak at this time rather than later. Commissioner Shade explained to Mr.
Wilmont that he was welcome to observe at a public meeting, and that time for public comment
was later available. Commissioner Shade then asked if any of the County Commissioners had any
comments regarding Resolution 19-3.
Commissioner Caporale moved that the Commissioners approve and pass Resolution 19-3 to
implement the construction of an outdoor fitness court at the Willowbrook Outdoor Wellness
Center, and make fitness free to community residents and visitors. Commissioner Brodie
seconded the Motion. Motion carried.
Item 5 – Allegany County 2019 Priority Letter to Maryland Department of Transportation –
Board of County Commissioners to approve and sign the Allegany County 2019 Priority Letter to
the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Transportation – Siera N. Wigfield, Planner,
explained that each year Allegany County sends a letter to the Secretary of Transportation to
request the transportation priorities that the County wants MDOT to address in their capital funding
plan. Mrs. Wigfield offered background and additional information regarding this funding letter, as
set forth on the State Report from Paul Kahl, Director of Public Works, and Mrs. Wigfield to County
Administrator Brandon Butler, dated March 7, 2019, and on the proposed funding letter dated April
12, 2019, both of which are attached to and made a part of these Minutes. Mrs. Wigfield
commented that when representatives from MDOT visit Allegany County in October, they will
hopefully have funding for many of the projects specified in the funding letter. She requested that
the Commissioners sign the funding letter. Mrs. Wigfield explained that after the Commissioners
sign the letter, she will forward it to the County’s municipalities and to the members of the
Delegation for the additional signatures needed.
Commissioner Shade asked, in the interest of trying to get Baltimore Street completed next year, if
there would be any objection to moving number 8 on the letter, “Baltimore Street Access”, up to
number 1 on the priority list. Neither of the other two County Commissioners voiced any objection
to this. Commissioner Shade asked Mrs. Wigfield to make that change in the letter.
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the Board of
County Commissioners approved and agreed to sign the Allegany County 2019 Priority Letter to
the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Transportation.
CONSENT AGENDA
As recommended by the County Administrator
Before action was taken on the Consent Agenda, Commissioner Shade brought up the recent
closings of the landfill because of snow and/or cold weather and said that he has received calls
regarding the closings. He pointed out that the County did not close the landfill, but that it was
closed because trucks could not make it up to the site to make hauls.
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion carried,

the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County Administrator is adopted.
Item 6 – Operation & Maintenance Agreement with McCoole Special Taxing District – Board
of County Commissioners authorized the President to approve and sign a 20-year Operation &
Maintenance Agreement with the McCoole Special Taxing District for the McCoole Community
Park.
Item 7 – Keep America Beautiful Endorsement – Board of County Commissioners authorized
the President to sign the Keep America Beautiful Affiliate Endorsement letter.
Item 8 – Federal Highway Administration National Highway Institute Bridge Inspection
Refresher Training Travel Request – Board of County Commissioners approved the request for
Daniel S. DeWitt, P.E., County Engineer, and Adam Patterson, P.E., Deputy Director of Public
Works, to attend course FHWA-NHI-130053 – Bridge Inspection Refresher Training in Austin,
Texas, from May 21-23, 2019.
Item 9 – Replacement of Bridges A-015, A-016, A-018, A-037, Request for Permission to
Solicit Material Prices, and Request for Permission to Advertise for Bids – Board of County
Commissioners authorized the Department of Public Works to issue a Request for Proposals for
provision of materials for bridge replacements on Laurel Run Road (Bridges A-015, A-016, A-018),
and Old Dan’s Rock Road (Bridge A-037), and to advertise for bids for the replacement of Bridges
A-015, A-016, and A-018, all on Laurel Run Road. The replacement of Bridge A-037 will be done in
house.
Item 10 – George’s Creek Stream Restoration in Shaft – Final Design – Board of County
Commissioners authorized the President to sign the Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund
Natural Filters Grant Agreement for $15,000 to cover unforeseen items related to stream
restoration analysis and design outside of the original scope of work.
Item 11 – Allegany County Detention Center Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning
(HVAC) System – Board of County Commissioners to authorize the Department of Public Works to
advertise for bids for the replacement of the HVAC control system at the Allegany County
Detention Center.
Item 12 – Court House Annex Chiller Replacement – Board of County Commissioners awarded
an Engineering Services Contract in the amount of $7,500 to East Hills Engineering, Windber,
Pennsylvania, for design of a new chiller at the Allegany County Court House Annex.
Item 13 – Cooperation Agreement between the River Bend Court, LP, and The Board of
County Commissioners – Board of County Commissioners approved the execution of the PILOT
Cooperation Agreement between the River Bend Court, LP, and The Board of County
Commissioners.
Item 14 – Declaration of Surplus Vehicles – Board of County Commissioners authorized the
Sheriff’s Office to declare the following vehicles abandoned/seized as surplus: a 2006 Ford 4S,
VIN# 2FAFP71W26X108962; 2008 Ford 4S, VIN# 2FAFP71V18X111992; 2009 Hyundai Elantra,
VIN# KMHDU46DX9U793784; 2006 Ford Focus, VIN# 1FAFP34N26W209412; 2004 Mitsubishi
4D, VIN# JA3AJ26E94U015125; 2000 Chevy Blazer, VIN# 1GNDT13W7Y2305016; 2003 Buick
LaSabre, VIN# 1G4HP52K23U272312; and a 1999 Pontiac Grand Prix, VIN#
1G2WP52K6XF326768 to be sold at public auction.
Item 15 – Declaration of Surplus Vehicle – Board of County Commissioners authorized the
Utilities Division to declare a 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee, VIN# 1J4GW48S74C198570 as surplus
to be sold at public auction.
Item 16 – Leadership Allegany Rising – Board of County Commissioners authorized the County
Finance Department to remit $750 budgeted from the Community Promotions Account to support
Leadership Allegany Rising to promote positive change in our community.
Item 17 – Oldtown Summer Fest – Board of County Commissioners authorized the County
Finance Department to remit $1,000 budgeted from the Community Promotions Account for the
2019 Oldtown Summer Fest community event to be held on June 22 and 23, 2019.
Item 18 – ICF, Inc. Contract Approval – Board of County Commissioners approved a contract for
ICF, Inc., to conduct consulting work on strategic visioning sessions for government officials to
establish public performance metrix for business units.
Item 19 – Hauling Services Contract Renewals for Refuse Disposal Boxes, Sewage Sludge
Containers, and Clean-up Hauling Bid Award – Board of County Commissioners awarded

Contract No. SW-01-19 Hauling Services for Refuse Disposal Boxes, Sewage Sludge Containers,
and Clean up Hauling to Burgmeier’s Hauling, Inc., Cumberland, Maryland, in the amount of
$456,184.03 for a three-year contract.
Item 20 – Hauling Services Contract Renewals for Recycling Containers – Board of County
Commissioners awarded Parts A and C of Contract No. RE-01-19 Hauling Services for Recycling
Containers to Western Maryland Waste Systems, LLC, Cumberland, Maryland, in the amount of
$110,832.71 for a three-year contract. Part A is local recycling to Penn Mar, and Part C is renting
the recycling containers.
Item 21 – Hauling Services Contract Renewals for Recycling Containers – Board of County
Commissioners awarded Parts B and E of Contract No. RE-01-19 Hauling Services for Recycling
Containers to Burgmeier’s Hauling, Inc., Cumberland, Maryland, in the amount of $51,041.58 for a
three-year contract. Part B is glass hauling to Connellsville, Pennsylvania, and Part E is single
stream recycling for events.
Item 22 – Potomac Highlands Airport Authority Appointment – Board of County
Commissioners approved the appointment of David A. White, Jr. as a member of the Potomac
Highlands Airport Authority. His term will expire on June 30, 2022.
Item 23 – Allegany County Sanitary Commission Board Appointments – Board of County
Commissioners appointed Nicholas Hadley of Lonaconing, Maryland, and James Kahl, of Eckhart,
Maryland, to the Allegany County Sanitary Commission. Their terms will expire on June 1, 2025.
Item 24 – Tri-County Council for Western Maryland Board Appointments – Board of County
Commissioners re-appointed the following to Tri-County Council for Western Maryland: Eugene
Frazier, City of Cumberland representative, Robert Smith and Stephen Nelson, Community-atlarge representatives; and appointed John Will, Sue Simpson, and Al Delia as Revolving Loan
Committee members.
Item 25 – Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS) Matching
Fund Grant – Board of County Commissioners authorized utilization of the purchase order issued
by MIEMSS in the amount of $27,510 for the acquisition of Seven Lucas 3 Mechanical Chest
Compression devices and modification to budget 1382 to reflect this grant.
County Attorney William Rudd remarked that he has worked very closely with Human Resources
Director Brian Westfall over a number of years, and that he is a professional who has done an
excellent job and will be hard to replace. Mr. Rudd wished Mr. Westfall and his wife, Valerie, the
best. He also pointed out that, in fact, Mrs. Westfall does a lot of the holiday decorations around
the County Building. County staff will miss her as well. He added, as already noted, that the
Westfalls have been very active in the community, in the Elks and the Boy Scouts, and they’ve
been an asset to the community and will be sorely missed. Mr. Rudd said that he will miss Mr.
Westfall both personally and professionally and again wished him the best.
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –
Commissioner David J. Caporale had no additional remarks to make at this evening’s meeting.
Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr. said that he had some exciting news, that thanks to Jason
Bennett (Finance Director) being able to find some money to allow the County to start updating
some of its capital equipment, one of the largest pieces of equipment that the County has been
able to buy in many years will soon be arriving: a used road grader. Commissioner Brodie
explained that this is significant because in 2008, the County actually cut out all capital expenses
and has purchased no plow trucks, no equipment, etc., until the process came back into place a
little bit in 2012.
Commissioner Jacob C. Shade reported that public budget sessions began today, including
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad, the County’s Fire Service, Allegany College of Maryland, and
the Library System. He explained that many agencies are requesting more money than they have
in the past, and he remarked that he appreciates them holding the line for many years.
Commissioner Shade added that the Commissioners will do what they can budgetarily, both
internally and externally, to try to fund those requests. He pointed out that internally, within County
Government, the Commissioners are always trying to streamline and look at ways that things can
be done better for the taxpayers and more efficiently to make the operation run more smoothly.

Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –
Mr. Kenneth Wilmont, of 513 Fort Avenue, Cumberland, voiced his opinion regarding the Outdoor
Fitness Court on Willowbrook Road. He talked about a senior citizen exercise center put in at
Constitution Park about 15 or 20 years ago and said that he did not see many people using it.
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, March 28, 2019, 5:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

True Copy
Attest:
___________________________
Cynthia A. Young
Recording Secretary

__________________________
Jacob C. Shade, President

FEMA Digital Flood Maps
Delayed Further
for Allegany County
MARCH 14, 2019
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AMY STONEBREAKER, DEPT OF PLANNING & GROWTH

Flood Maps Update
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Mapping Process – In Brief

Delays in DFIRMs
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Implications for Property Owners
(coming out of 100-year floodplain)
 Flood
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Insurance
paying premiums until new maps are approved

 Development
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to postpone, due to regulatory process, permitting,
additional costs, etc.

 Real

Estate
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to postpone, due to continued need for flood insurance
and increased rates due to the Biggert Waters Reform Act of 2012

Warning: Flood Risk is Not Necessarily
Removed


Structure may be coming out of floodplain, but property is still in –
insurance may be required at reduced rate



Purchasing flood insurance is optional for anyone outside of the
floodplain



More than 20% of all NFIP flood claims filed are from property owners
living outside the mapped floodplain


Contact your insurance agent to learn if you eligible for a lower-cost
Preferred Risk Policy (PRP).

Statistics
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rate reductions from 5-45%
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 FAQ’s
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